
Unit 5: World War I

IV. How Did Americans on the Homefront Help the War 
Effort?



A. Mobilizing for War:

1. In order to persuade Americans to support the war, the Committee on 
Public Information (CPI) was created. It produced propaganda in the 
form of rallies, parades, posters, pamphlets, movies, and even 
traveling speakers who gave patriotic speeches. Some of the 
propaganda portrayed the enemies as evil people, even monsters.





2. Preparations for war were very expensive

a. Troops had to be trained, supplied, transported, and   
fed.

b. Ships and airplanes to be built and fueled.
c. In order to raise money for the war, the US 

government raised taxes and issued war bonds, called 
liberty bonds, which provided billions of dollars in 
loans to the Allies.







3. The government took other actions to 
supply the troops.
1. The War Industries Board (WIB) oversaw the production 

and distribution of steel, copper, cement, and rubber.
2. The Food Administration worked to increase food supplies 

for the troops. It guaranteed farmers high prices for 
crops. Citizens were encouraged to practice “Meatless 
Mondays” and “Wheatless Wednesdays”. Many people 
grew their own vegetables at home in victory gardens.





B. New Wartime Opportunities:



1. Three main factors led to a labor shortage 
in the US during the war.

a. Production stepped up so more workers were 
needed.

b. Immigration nearly stopped
c. Men who would normally be working are now 

fighting overseas.



2. New opportunities for women:
a. One million women joined the workforce – for most 

their first time working outside the home.
b. Most worked in factories making supplies for the 

war, many in jobs they would never have been 
allowed in prior to the war.

c. About 25,000 women volunteered as nurses, 
ambulance drivers, telephone operators, signalers, 
typists, and interpreters in France. They were not 
allowed in combat.





3. New Opportunities for Mexican Americans and 
African Americans: Labor shortages created jobs for 
Mexican Americans from the west and African 
Americans from the south to move to northern 
industrial cities to work in factories.


